THE GAZETTE

SOCIETY issues
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS

It is a requirement for ALL members to review the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society.  Adherence to these laws are the basis for The Ambassadorial Society of America.  Lack of adherence to these laws will result in the censure and/or dismissal of a member.  It is important for the Society’s growth to have these laws to also evolve over time.  Please review these laws and your input will be reviewed and placed in the Gazette.  Ideas and thoughts are welcome.
Sec. 1 Commitment to ethical and professional conduct is expected of every member (voting members, associate members, and foreign members) of the Society.
Sec. 2 Adhere to the Golden Rule

Sec. 3 Contribute to society and human well-being.
Sec. 4 Adhere to the principle concerning the quality of life of all people affirming an obligation to protect fundamental human rights and to respect the diversity of all cultures.
Sec. 5 Minimize negative consequences of actions, including threats to health and safety.
Sec. 6 Members will be socially responsible, will meet social needs, and will avoid harmful effects to health and welfare.
Sec. 7 Avoid harm to others.
Sec. 8 Be honest and trustworthy.
Sec. 9 Be fair and take action not to discriminate.
Sec. 10 Adhere to the values of equality, tolerance, respect for others, and the principles of equal justice govern this Society.
Sec. 11 Discrimination on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, disability, national origin, or other such factors is an explicit violation of Society policy and will not be tolerated.
Sec. 12 Honor property rights including trademarks, copyrights and patents.
Sec. 13 Give proper credit for intellectual property.


Sec. 14 Respect the privacy of others.
Sec. 15 Honor confidentiality.
Sec. 16 Strive to achieve the highest quality, effectiveness and dignity in both the process and products of professional and public works.
Sec. 17 Strive for Excellence.

Sec. 18 Continue to acquire and maintain professional competence.
Sec. 19 Know and respect existing laws pertaining to professional and public works.
Sec. 20 Accept and provide appropriate professional reviews.
Sec. 21 Honor contracts, agreements, and assigned responsibilities.
Sec. 22 Articulate social responsibilities of members of an organizational unit and encourage full acceptance of those responsibilities.
Sec. 23 Acknowledge and support proper and authorized uses of the Society's resources.
Sec. 24 Articulate and support policies that protect the dignity of others.
Sec .25 Uphold and promote the principles of this Code.
Sec. 26 Treat violations of this code as inconsistent with membership in the Ambassadorial Society.
Sec. 27 Adherence of members to this code of ethics is largely a voluntary matter. However, if a member does not follow this code by engaging in gross misconduct, membership may be terminated. 

The following laws are the current repercussions of violations of the above Code of Conduct.  Again, all thoughts, concerns, and suggestions are welcome. 

Sec. 1 Removal or Censure of a Member must have just cause.
Sec. 2 Evidence must be investigated by the Governing Body with termination only after examination of just cause.
Sec. 3 Promotion of One's Self will NOT be tolerated by the Society.
Sec. 4 Each member may appear in all forms of media, but with the intent to promote charitable organizations, sponsors, raising funds, and the Society.
Sec. 5 Those who choose the spotlight for themselves with purely selfish motives will be censured or removed from membership.
Sec. 6 All members must act with proper decorum and reflect the Society in a good light.
Sec. 7 Individuals who disparage or defame the Society and any of its members will be NOT be considered for membership.
Sec. 8 Individuals who imply negative remarks regarding the Society and any of its members will NOT be considered for membership.
Sec. 9 Individuals who attack the integrity or harm any members in any way will NOT be considered for membership.

Sec. 10 All members attending events must dress accordingly for that event.
Sec. 11 Members are responsible for editing their behavior accordingly in public.
Sec. 12 The Society will NOT tolerate illegal drug use or criminal actions among its members.
Sec. 13 Members found guilty of crimes by State or Federal Law Enforcement will be terminated from the Society.
Sec. 14 Use of profanity or intoxication in a public setting will NOT be tolerated.
Sec. 15 No member is allowed to discuss other members to the public.
Sec. 16 Any actions that impugn the reputation of the Society will NOT be tolerated and will result in subsequent dismissal of the member.
Sec. 17 Member who cause harm to others (e.g., humans, animals, environment, ecosystem, et al.) will be reprimanded or terminated from Membership.
Sec. 18 Those unfit to become a member of the Society will be listed. No one on this list will be nominated or returned to active membership.
Sec. 19 Termination of membership will require 2/3 of the Governing Body's votes.
Sec. 20 Should the member(s) actions be so egregious, termination will occur immediately without the just cause process.
Sec. 21 Should a member be terminated, privileges will be revoked and all items received from the Ambassadorial Society of America will be returned.
Sec. 22 Participation in the Ambassadorial Society of America shows that the Member has agreed to all the Sections listed under the Constitution.
Sec. 23 Participation in the Ambassadorial Society of America shows that the Member understands all the information listed in Constitution.
Sec. 24 Participation in the Ambassadorial Society of America shows that the Member will abide by all rules and regulations set forth by the Society.
Sec. 25 Members are required to find and nominate unsung heroes in the community.  Should the member be unable to nominate or promote the goals of the Society, his or her membership will be revoked.
Sec. 26 Harassment of other members will NOT be tolerated. Violations must be reported immediately to the governing body.
Additional Questions for Your Input:

1. Should those who work actively against the Society be listed on the website or on the Gazette?

2. Should members considered censured or dismissed appear on this List.

3. Should a List exist at all?

4. Should all members who impugn the Society in the public arena be dismissed?

5. Should all members who deliberately embarrass or defame other members be dismissed?

6. Should a member damage a business relationship between another business entity be dismissed immediately?

7. Should a member who destroys a business relationship between the Ambassadorial Society and other entity be subject to a fine and or lawsuit? Should the member be required to pay for damages?
general Information

CAN THE MICROWAVE BE HARMFUL?

FORENSIC RESEARCH DOCUMENT 
Prepared By: William P. Kopp 
A. R. E. C. Research Operations 
TO61-7R10/10-77F05 
RELEASE PRIORITY: CLASS I ROO1a 
 Ten Reasons to Throw out your Microwave Oven 
From the conclusions of the Swiss, Russian and German scientific clinical studies, we can no longer ignore the microwave oven sitting in our kitchens. Based on this research, we will conclude this article with the following: 
 

1). Continually eating food processed from a microwave oven causes long term - permanent - brain damage by "shorting out" electrical impulses in the brain [de-polarizing or de-magnetizing the brain tissue]. 
2). The human body cannot metabolize [break down] the unknown by-products created in microwaved food. 

3). Male and female hormone production is shut down and/or altered by continually eating microwaved foods. 
4). The effects of microwaved food by-products are residual [long term, permanent] within the human body. 
5). Minerals, vitamins, and nutrients of all microwaved food is reduced or altered so that the human body gets little or no benefit, or the human body absorbs altered compounds that cannot be broken down. 
6). The minerals in vegetables are altered into cancerous free radicals when cooked in microwave ovens. 
7). Microwaved foods cause stomach and intestinal cancerous growths [tumors]. This may explain the rapidly increased rate of colon cancer in America. 
8). The prolonged eating of microwaved foods causes cancerous cells to increase in human blood. 
9). Continual ingestion of microwaved food causes immune system deficiencies through lymph gland and blood serum alterations. 
10). Eating microwaved food causes loss of memory, concentration, emotional instability, and a decrease of intelligence. 
Have you tossed out your microwave oven yet? After you throw out your microwave, you can use a toaster oven as a replacement. It works well for most and is nearly as quick. The use of artificial microwave transmissions for subliminal psychological control, a.k.a. "brainwashing", has also been proven. We're attempting to obtain copies of the 1970's Russian research documents and results written by Drs. Luria and Perov specifying their clinical experiments in this area.
We welcome all members’ thoughts regarding this idea.

YOU MUST KNOW *77
I knew about the red light on cars, but not the *77. It was about 1:00 p.m. in the afternoon, and Lauren was driving to visit a friend. An UNMARKED police car pulled up behind her and put his lights on. Lauren's parents have always told her never to pull over for an unmarked car on the side of the road, but rather to wait until they get to a gas station, etc.  

Lauren had actually listened to her parents advice, and promptly called *77 on her cell phone to tell the police dispatcher that she would not pull over right away.  She proceeded to tell the dispatcher that there was an unmarked police car with a flashing red light on his rooftop behind her. The dispatcher checked to see if there were police cars where she was and there weren't, and he told her to keep driving, remain calm and that he had back up already on the way. 

Ten minutes later 4 cop cars surrounded her and the unmarked car behind her. One policeman went to her side and the others surrounded the car behind. They pulled the guy from the car and tackled him to the ground. The man was a convicted rapist and wanted for other crimes. 

I never knew about the *77 Cell Phone Feature, but especially for a woman alone in a car, you should not pull over for an unmarked car. Apparently police have to respect your right to keep going to a safe & quiet place. You obviously need to make some signals that you acknowledge them (i.e. put on your hazard lights) or call *77 like Lauren did. 

Too bad the cell phone companies don't generally give you this little bit of wonderful information. 

*Speaking to a service representative at Bell Mobility confirmed that *77 was a direct link to state trooper info. So, now it's your turn to let your friends know about *77.  
This was submitted by one of our members.  We welcome all members’ thoughts regarding this idea and any additional facts that the Society should know.

RiCk’s THEOLOGICAL THOUGHTS
OUR LADY OF ANTIPOLO MINISTRY

Dedicated to the Evangelization of Our Lady of Peace & Good Voyage in the United States

(Affiliated with The Birgen Ng Antipolio, USA, Inc. Washington, DC.  Recognized by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)

Parish-based at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, 92-96 220 St., Queens Village, N.Y. 11428

Home Office: 89-94 Springfield Blvd, Queens Village, N.Y. 11427   Tel # 1(718) 479-9832   

 Email: Antipolo@Catholic.Org
The Vision that lead to the formation of this Ministry:

Msgr. John Lavin, Pastor of St. Robert Bellarmine Parish and Bishop Thomas Daily, Diocese of Brooklyn,  (retired); quietly and separately envisioned the establishment Our Lady of Antipolo Ministry.   Msgr. Lavin has since passed away; never acknowledge personally his role leading to the formation of this ministry.   Fr. Godofredo Felicitas, a Filipino priest, now residing at St. Robert Bellarmine Parish, found a copy this article in Msgr. Lavin’s former private room.  This writer personally gave Msgr. John Lavin this article detailing the formation of Our Lady of Antipolo Ministry during the 1st Diocesan-wide Fiesta of Our Lady of Antipolo, May 2004.  The discovery of this article, suggested all along, that Msgr. John Lavin was well aware of his role, but was just too humble to admit it.  The fact points toward Divine intervention carried through Msgr John Lavin and Bishop Thomas Daily, this Ministry would have not been established.  We are extremely glad,  before the Msgr.  passed-away, the good Msgr.  lived to see the first Feast day celebration of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage declared Diocesan-wide festivities for all Filipino Catholics by our new Bishop Nicolas DiMarzio, Diocese of Brooklyn.   

Fr. Angel Arcilla  inaugurated this Ministry last December 1997 during  the 2nd year of the Misa De Gallo, now  yearly celebrated  at Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church.   Fr. Arcilla was the lst Ministry’s pastoral adviser,  followed by Fr. Jim Morris,  Fr. Donald Kavanagh and lately Fr. Cuong Pham, who is now in Rome pursuing for his DD program.

 Mission Statement:

1) Propagation of Mary under her title of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage for all Catholic immigrants in the US.  Although, the initial reason for sending the Image “back” to was to represent all Filipino Catholics, it is but just right and proper to include all Catholic émigrés of this great United States.  Propagation effort includes providing direction and pertinent announcements as issued by the two Shrines.   

All these movement started when the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, on the occasion of 10th World Youth Day, held in Manila, Philippines (10-15 January 1995) gave his Papal blessing to “return” the duplicate Mexican Image of Mary “back” to America.   This duplicate at the time of the announcement was already 175 years old, a copy from the original image in Antipolo City, enshrined June 7, 1997 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.  This Washington shrine is the lst throughout North America, and 2nd only to the original Shrine located at the Nuestra Señora de La Paz Y Buen Viaje Shrine in Antipolo City, Philippines.  The third Shrine is at St. Robert Bellarmine Church located at Bayside, Queens, New York.

2).  Our second mission is “to implore Our Lady of Antipolo, through the Mother’s assistance and grace that her beloved Son takes us under HIS care and protection and never abandon us in our life’s journey especially in the midst of our trials and difficulties.”   

We also recognized that our earthly sojourn is a virtual “voyage” from conception until God summons us to His Kingdom.   We also pray for all the poor souls in Purgatory and through the intercession of Jesus, to facilitate their “journey” into kingdom of God.  And when our turns come, someone else will likewise pray for our soul, too.

Ministerial equipments:

To accomplish this mission, Our Lady of Antipolo Ministry needed some equipment to carry out our lst Mission Statement.   This coordinator solicited the images of Mary.  The Ministry now has two larger Images and two smaller Images, one of which has since moved to San Francisco, California and one recently donated by Maria Luisa Fatima Nebrida from Manila, Philippines.  For our spiritual growth, we turned to the Canon Law to understand why the Catholic Church supports veneration of Saints, Sacred Images and or Relics: 

Canon 1186:  

“To foster the sanctification of the people of God, the Church commends to the special and filial veneration of Christ’s faithful the Blessed Mary ever-Virgin, the Mother of God, whom Christ 

Constitute the Mother of All.  The Church also promotes the true and authentic cult of other Saints, by whose example the faithful are edified and by whose intercession they are supported.”

Canon 1887:

“Only those servants of God may be venerated by public cults who have been numbered by ecclesiastical authority among the Saints of the Blessed.”

This Ministry now owns four Sacred Images of Mary (the very first Image of this Ministry has since moved to San Francisco Area, California for good).   We have one small carriage, for use inside the Church during procession; five stands where the Image securely seats and can be wheeled around inside the Church; one Portable Altar; and Eucharistic Mass Kit.  Bishop Thomas Daily personally instructed this undersigned to insure that the Images of Mary are presented to the faithful, high enough so that the faithful are “literally” looking up to the BVM and not Mary looking up on us, the faithful.  Hence Bishop Daily builds the entire stand used to present the Images high in accordance to the specification.   

Eucharistic Mass Kit.  During one of rare encounter with Bishop Thomas Daily before the Bishop retired, the undersigned ask the Bishop for the meaning why the Ministry  was given a  Sacred Vessel (Chalice) as donation by a former priest.   The Bishop said,  “that is a sign, go complete the set to form a Mass Kit.” Toward that end,  several kind hearted donors eventually completed the set.  They are:  Miss Luz Rebong, Miss Vilma De Guzman and Mrs. Rita Galvez-Nepumoceno respectively.  

This Ministry does not have money nor make attempts to raise fund to carry-on its missions.  We totally rely by the grace of God and charity from devotees, supporters and members.   All these identified crafted materials we are using were virtually funded, designed and hand-made by the undersigned.  The printing cost for the flyers continuously distributed since 1997 is continuously funded by the undersigned.  This flyer is the single important instrument in our propagation.  With the exception of Image I, all other Images were totally restored by the undersigned.  Traveling expenses are often graciously provided by those who accompany the Image during any particular trip or event.  Novenas we distributed are acquired through donations from kind hearted devotees, whose names are known only to God,  most during their visit to Manila,  went out of their way to purchase novenas and donate to the Ministry.  Since they are acquired  FREE they are likewise given away FREE (subject to availability of supply).   Any one reading this note and contemplating to travel to Manila may want to donate, please feel free to do so.  This Ministry will always need novenas for distribution to the adoring faithful.

This lst traveling Image of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage was donated by the Apiado, Javier, Ulep and Yarisantos families,   worth  $1,500.00 curved from a solid truck of a tree from Quezon City, Philippines.   This Image is currently venerated at the Chapel of Bethsaida Retreat Center of Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Queens Village.   This Image memorializes dearly departed of the donor families:

IN MEMORIAM

† Escolastico A. Apiado
† Melquiadez A. Ulep
† Pedro & Cion Javier
† Graelan Yarisantos

This 2nd traveling Image of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage was donated by Mrs. Alfreda Osorio-Alcantara, Retired Public School Superintendent of Cebu City, in the summer of 1997.   Although this image was the first to be received by this Ministry (summer of 1996), it has to wait for another two years before the image was blessed and presented to the faithful.  This image underwent extensive and thorough restoration by the undersigned.   Improvement includes entire replacement of attire, hair, halo and crown.  While no one can actually see the inside, this Image was considered as “real living person.”  The Icon even has chemise, two layers of petticoat,  blouse and Her magisterial skirt and royal cape.   Not long thereafter, Noemi Mascarenas was the first to donate the Image complete new attire, replacing the blue old once, complete with diamond ring and ear rings.  This Image II is currently housed at Rita Galvez-Nepomuceno’s residence in Bayside, Queens.  This Image II serves as alternate traveling Image on occasion if Image I is not available for any reason.  At the base of this Image contains 45 names memorialized around the pedestal:  

IN MEMORIAM

†  The Holy Father, Pope John Paul II
†  Rev. Fr. Donald Kavanagh
†  Rev. Fr. John  McNeil

† Deacon Warren A. Winkler
†  Mrs. Alfreda Osorio-Alcantara
IN MEMORIAM

† Mark Francis Rebong
† Policarpio & Pacita Ladisla
† Marciano & Nicolasa Galvez
† Antonio C. Nepomuceno
† Pedro M. Salandanan
IN MEMORIAM

† Rudegelio Mueden
† Eliseo & Magdalena Barrion
† Manuel L. Arevalo, Sr
† Manuel Arevalo, Jr
†  Susana H. Hernandez
IN MEMORIAM

† Florencio & Araceli G. Herrera
† Cresencio Mascareñas, Esq.
† Danilo Bernardo
† Bienvenido Santiago
†  Francisco S. Salvador

IN MEMORIAM

† Seraphia De La Cruz

† Vicente Ho

† Prof. Simone Ackerman
† Col. Vicente Bautista, Ret. MPD
†  Felicidad Bautista-Ubaldo
IN MEMORIAM

† Alita G. Mercene
† Cong. Milagros Romaquin
† Nancy Medina
† Milagros A. Cruz
†  Romeo Salvador
IN MEMORIAM

† David Arguelles
† Norberto C. Claudio
† Rolando Fernandez
† Giovanni Fernandez
† Simon Gabon
IN MEMORIAM

† Artemio Gabon
† Antonia & Delfin Guzman

† Purificacion & Luis De Guzman
† Gloria R. Jimenez
† Precilla  E. Lumaban
IN MEMORIAM

† Federico B. Lumaban
† Leonardo P. Ramos
† Cayetano J. Rivera
† Clemente V. Salomon

† Harry  M. Salomom
This is the very first Image acquired during one of the several fund raising campaign by then Antipolo Shrine Project, mandated to construct the Oratory at the Nation’s only Roman Catholic Capital.  That was even about two years  before this Our Lady of Antipolo Ministry was conceived by Msgr John Lavin, Pastor of St. Robert Bellarmine Parish and Most Rev. Thomas Daily, Bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn.  This Image is barely 5 inches tall, restored and for protection installed in a Cathedral type structure.  Amazingly, strikingly similar to the Image in Antipolo City, Philippines, this Image IIIa travel on her original own for several months and years, without this coordinator supervision and management.  Amazingly, after the Image “sojourn” for months at ends,  this Image somehow was able to “return” to this address. Her East Coast travel history includes Boston, Massachusetts,  several Churches, including private homes in several towns in the State of New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and as far as Toronto, Canada and finally to San Francisco, California with the Image new owner, Ms Chona Diosomito, where  the Image new travel history will begin in the West Coast.

This is how it all begun.  Sometimes in 2003, in the course of  my travel to work daily, I met  this petite beautiful person Chona Diosomito in the MTA Bus and we became good friends.  This Image was taken to her residence in Queens Village.  No long thereafter, she took personal interest and promised to propagate the arrival of Our Lady of Antipolo in the US.   So when Chona and her family finally moved to the West Coast of 2005, the undersigned  without any hesitation, gave away this miraculous traveling Image.   When local devotees asked this undersigned why gave away this very miraculous Image, why can’t the Ministry keep it.  In response , I said:  “this is what the BVM wants.”    In less than a year,  one day, I received a call from Manila.  On the other end was  Baby Nebrida,  said she is traveling back to New York and wanted to know if there is anything I wanted back home.   I told her about the story of  the “migration” of the this tiny Image to San Francisco.    When Baby Nebrida arrived for her prayer rally in Long Island,  at the alter was this new replacement,  she  called me from among the huge crowd and  said: “There She is,  She is yours now.”   The undersigned would like to state, all these Images have done miracles and wonder in one form or another, not  just the one that went to the West Coast.  Just as by sincerely invoking the name of Our Lady of Peace & Good Voyage,  she has done miracles to all her devotees.

This particular Image acquired by this Ministry, donated by Maria Luisa Fatima Nebrida, last September 2005, replacing (Image IIIa) the very first Image of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage of this Antipolo Ministry  described above.    Like the Image above,  total restoration was made to appear similar to the one that went to San Francisco.   Her Halo, Crown and Cape was replaced.  The only difference is that  this Image is much bigger,  8 inches taller.   I first met Baby Nebrida when she came to New York City and held a  First World Peace Regatta held  at the Battery Park, September 11, 1999, exactly two years before the Fall of WTC!    Baby Nebrida said, that the Virgin Mary appeared to her,  asking her to hold a Peace Prayer Rally and Regatta from the Battery Park along the East River and to consecrate the United Nation. The Prayer of Our Lady of Antipolo was one used to consecrate the UN, whom the BVM said that Her Son is sad and suffering that the UN sanctions abortion and euthanasia.  

The Book of IN MEMORIAM:

This book contains names of faithful departed, a kind of “over-flow” from Image II and the list kept on growing.  As a especial tribute to Pope John Paul II, who during his trip to Manila in 1995 on the occasion of  10th World Youth Day, gave His Excellency’s blessing for the “return” of the duplicate Image to North America,  When the Pope passed-away, His Excellency’s name was also memorialized in this Ministry. Together with the name of Mrs. Alfreda Osorio-Alcantara, the only individual mentioned twice, as a donor and when she passed away. The list of faithful departed registered in this  book  comes from all races,  known and unknown,  victims of  man’s  inhumanity to  man and war excluded are those responsible for the 9/11 tragedy and thereafter who follows their deranged ideology vent on killing the innocent.   Using God’s name in vain as an excuse annihilating Christians, our Jewish brothers and Western civilization in general.  Hence through their own destructive intention and actions, not even God can help them anymore.      

In carrying out our 2nd Mission statement, all members of this Ministry, including all those individuals who registered their dearly departed are requested to include praying for all the poor souls in purgatory.  It is also important to mentioned that once a year, particularly during All Souls Day, this book is placed on the altar while Mass was being held for all those names listed in this book.   Toward carrying our 2nd Mission Statement,  guideline is hereby provided for all concern to follow.  While attending any Masses throughout your life time, please pay attention during the Consecration of the Mass.   

Please observe closely the following:

During the Canon of the Mass, the Priest reads Eucharistic Prayers (there are four Eucharistic Prayers I, II, III & IV) for the:

Intercessions for the Church,

In Communion with the Saints,

CONSECRATION OF THE MASS

The Lord’s Supper:

(This is the time the ordinary bread becomes body of Christ, the wine, His blood.  The priest Elevates the Sacred Host and Chalice.  Sometimes, bells are rung three times)

During Memorial Acclamation

the faithful together with the priest, we pray:

Christ has died,

Christ has risen

Christ will come again.

The priest continues with:
The Memorial Prayer. 

When you hear the priest says the following:

Remember.  Lord, those who have died and gone before us marked with the sign of faith,

especially those for whom we now pray:

This is the time we carry out our  2nd Mission,  by privately saying:

“FOR ALL THE  POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY AND INTENTION OF OUR LADY OF ANTIPOLO MINISTRY.”

(When you say this statement, all those relatives and friends you have REGISTERED in this book are automatically included in the prayer intention, without having to individually mention their names.  Jesus knows exactly whom you are praying for.   As Christians, we also  include ALL those awaiting “purification” in Purgatory, not just whom we know).

The priest continues to pray:
“Through Him, with Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father fore ever and ever.”  

The people respond:  “Amen”.

At this time, the faithful recites

THE LORD’S PRAYER.

and

Communion of the faithful follows.

It is also important to remember  and truly understand,  why we as Catholics believe in the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ,  in the form of the Bread and Wine.  As part of our spiritual growth,  it is important that everyone understand that during the Elevation of the Scared Host and Chalice,  transubstantiation takes place.  The following was borrowed from Vatican II Weekday Missal Book:   “Transubstantiation is the word used by the Church to explain what happen during the Consecration of the Mass.   At this moment, by divine power, what was bread and wine becomes the Body and Blood of Christ.  Catholic tradition unanimously asserts that when our Lord took the bread and said: “This is my body,” he meant exactly that.  In other words, “This which I am holding in my hand is now my body.”  Nothing suggests that the apostles understood him otherwise.  If therefore, Christ says these words, it  means that what looks like bread, what taste like bread, what is eaten like bread, it  is no longer bread but his own body.  In theological terms, the appearance remain, the substance has changed.”               

Jesus Christ demonstrated, when He was crucified, died, buried and raised again from the dead, truly there is  life after death.   Those among us who experienced Near Death Experience know that Jesus’ Words holds water.   Jesus also taught us to pray,  follow His examples  while we still have the faculty to save and redeem ourselves.  But once we die,  our souls are at the mercy of those we left behind.  This is the rationale for the 2nd Mission Statement.  In effect, those who pray for our Faithful departed has also heeded Jesus’ urge: “Come follow me.”  Members of this Ministry has quietly expands.  We are now spread throughout different Parishes in the Diocese of Brooklyn,    We have also expanded to the Archdiocese of San Francisco and as far as Archdiocese of Manila and Diocese of Iligan, Philippines.    

Those who are residing physically close to Our Lady of Lourdes Church are one that actually carries out the 1st Mission Statement.  We are not immune from criticism on this one.  The undersigned wish there is a better way. This is a real personal sacrifice,  similar to those Spaniards and Filipino mariners who carefully carried the original Image taken on board from Galleon to Galleon,  overcoming many natural disaster,  avoiding capture in high seas by the British or pirates  ply thousands of nautical miles on the vast and wide open Pacific Ocean between Manila and Acapulco, several times over.  History tells us, whenever the Manila Galleon arrived Manila from their 6 to 9 months voyages,  the Image was carried on the shoulder in a procession  to a Church in Imus, Cavite, or San Augustin Church in Intramuros (Walled City). On the next scheduled departure, the Image of Mary was taken back to accompany the Galleon to sail across the vast and treacherous Pacific Ocean for Acapulco, Nueva España (now called Mexico).  These practices were repeated so many times over by the Spanish and Filipino mariners, seeking the protection of the Virgin Mary for a safe voyage.  That was how tradition started.  That is the same pattern we now follow, we wish there is a better way, so too, are the Filipinos and Spanish seaman of Manila Galleon.  We are following tradition and Mary’s ways shall be ours, too.  When our time has come to pass, those we left behind will continue what we (members and devotees) had begun, we pray to the Lord.

The Portable Altar:
 Now comes next should there be a need  for an out door celebration of the Eucharistic Sacrifice. It has been a promulgated that a prior permission by the local Pastor be secured and granted before any private Mass can be held at private homes.   Most Filipinos closely adhere to this requirement.   In several occasions, this writer had attended, the home owners simply used ordinary dining table as “impromptu” altar.  Such practice does not sound right and contrary to what Jesus Himself said:  “Give to Caezar what belongs to Caezar and to God what belongs to God.”  

(See Cannon Law 1239, 2nd paragraph below).  Toward that reason, this Ministry sees the need to have an available Altar to any one who may need one.  This Coordinator designed and constructed the altar, in strict compliance with the requirements  specified  by  The United Sates of Catholic Bishops, Committee on the Liturgy.  In conclusion a uniquely “portable” altar  was developed, that can virtually be folded, easily carried from place to place.  Canon Law calls  it “movable.”   This Altar  can even be stored side ways, upright or slip under the bed.    The Altar measures 43cm in length, 30cm in wide and 37cm in height.   This coordinator built this altar as a personal “thanksgiving to Jesus” for second change to his life.   In 1983, this Coordinator had a Near Death Experience.  With two physicians present, after 10 minutes, they were able to restart his heart and breathe once again.  Many had urge this undersigned to write an article about that extraordinary event, none had written yet.   Hopefully, someday soon. 

Dedication:  Due to extremely limited Altar space, only my parents and my father’s sister Beatriz Santisteban, whose dream to enter the religious service failed in order to raise an orphan child from birth (this undersigned).  Who taught this writer every thing about the Catholic Church and family genealogy; to her this Altar is mainly dedicated.   In addition a personal request from Dr. Clarita Ramirez Alvarez that both our parents be “joined together” in memento mori together with a special friend and neighbor are memorialized here:  

 IN MEMORIAM

† Fifi Tarampi- Meneses
† Adriano Sanchez Alvarez
† Catalina Lopez Ramirez-Alvarez

† Beatriz C. Santisteban
† Constancio C. Santisteban
† Rosario Elizalde-Santisteban
The Altar:

As part of our continuing spiritual growth, we reprint the definition of Altar, purpose and Church specification:

§ 56  §   At the Eucharist, the liturgical assembly celebrates the ritual sacrificial meal that recalls and makes present Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, proclaiming “the death of the Lord until comes.”  (Pope Pius XII, Mediator Dei: On the Sacred Liturgy (November 20, 1947), no. 21).  The altar is the center of thanksgiving that the Eucharist accomplishes and the point around which the other rites are in some manner arrayed.  Since the Church teaches that “the altar is Christ,” its composition should reflect the nobility, beauty, strength, and simplicity of the One it represents.  Hence this altar was constructed with solid oak wood with some plywood, hence it is really heavy, designed to last for many generations to come.  In the construction of this altar similar attention was given to stipulation of The Canon Law, i.e.: 

Canon 1237:  “The ancient tradition of keeping the relics of martyrs and other saints under the fixed altar is to be preserved according to the norms given in the liturgical books.”  

Canon 1239:  “Both a fixed and a movable altar are to be reserved exclusively for divine Worship and entirely exempt from profane use.”
Canon 1238:  “Altar, be they fixed or movable, do not lose their dedication or blessing through the reduction of a church or other sacred placer to profane uses.”

This altar was built in complete adherence to the specification defined in the Canon Law, complete with required living-stone and one required reliquary of a saint.   Looking back at all the strange coincidences, it appeared that the Divine intervention was already in progress.   Long before we learn of the coming of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage  to the United States, the undersigned was already in possession of a First Class Relic  of  St. Robert  Bellarmine.   A year later after the 175 years old duplicate of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage  was enthroned at the Basilica in Washington, D.C., this Ministry also sought similar enthronement for the Diocese of Brooklyn. St. Robert Bellarmine Church was already “waiting” and its Pastor, Mgr. John Lavin,  actually welcomed and supported the idea of enthronement as proposed by this Ministry.  In the end,  enthronement took place  October 10, 1998 that became the 2nd Shrine in the United States, the 3rd  Shrine outside of Antipolo City, Philippines.   To this date,  all Shrines of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage in the US are located in the East Coast.   What appeared to be visionary from the start, the reliquary of St. Robert Bellarmine owned by Santisteban family  was  destined to have a purpose.  In compliance with Canon Law #1237, this Relic of St. Robert Bellarmine was installed at this portable Altar.  Since we are speaking of Relics, due to abuses, Vatican has now stopped private ownership of Relics.  Public can no longer acquire Reliquary of Saints from any Catholic sources.  Hence to share to the public, relics owned by the Santisteban Family, the Reliquary of Saint Anthony de Padua was installed at the base of Image II. Nevertheless, despite the aforementioned restriction, this undersigned still have complete faith that our Ministry will be able to acquire Relics for installation to the following Images:   Image I,  Image IIIa (The West Coast Image) and Image IIIb respectively.  

Finally, FYI, this writer inherited a family heirloom:  Agnus Dei, containing 14 first class Relics of Saints encased in melted old Paschal candles that originated from the Vatican.  This disk preparation is protected by Papal bull,  which was prepared by the monks and distributed by the Holy Father as present to Cardinals, sovereigns and distinguished personages.  The distribution held on the first year of each pontificate and every seventh year.   The “earliest specimen of this Agnus Dei now in  existence seem to belong to the time of Gregory XI (Circa 1370)”  This information appears correct and this Agnus Dei handed down to the time of my Auntie (Beatriz Santisteban),  remembered being told by her grandparents, who in turn was also told by their  previous several great grandparents of their time, that this Agnus Dei  changed hands known to  for about seven centuries (or more) of Santisteban families that started in Madrid, Spain down to the undersigned in the Philippines.  This, Agnus Dei, is estimated to be at least 672 years old, will be shared during religious services for veneration.  Finally, upon my passing, this Agnus Dei will be transferred to Christine and Constance Santisteban, to their children and grandchildren down the line of legitimate Santisteban.   This is the first known attempt to document the history of this Agnus Dei for historical reference of future generations of Santisteban.
Pastoral Letter:
THE CASE FOR THE BEATIFICATION 

OF M. IGNACIA DEL ESPiRITU SANTO?
Circular No. 04; Series of 1987

January 13, 1987

To the Clergy and the People of God 

of the Archdiocese of Manila:

Down through the centuries, God, through the Church, has selected many who, following more closely the example of Christ by the pouring out of their blood or the heroic exercise of virtue, have given a shining testimony of the Kingdom of Heaven. Right from the start, the Church has always believed that the saints are intimately united with us in Christ, and has venerated them in a singular manner, together with the Blessed Virgin Mary and the holy angels, always imploring their intercession.
Lately, the Holy Father has canonized a good number of heroic men and women of more recent times, so that, by reflecting on the lives of those who belong to our contemporary period and who have faithfully followed Christ, we will continue to look forward to the future city and together, we will walk the right path towards perfect union with Christ, that is, holiness, according to each one’s condition and state of life. By looking at this great company of witnesses through whom God is made present in, and talks to, us, we consequently feel impelled to strive to get into his Kingdom of Heaven.
Our nation has been specially blessed just recently by the elevation of the first Filipino into the ranks of these heroic men and women. I refer to our very own Blessed Lorenzo Ruiz.
Now, it is my great pleasure to inform you that, upon the instance of the Religious of the Virgin Mary (RVM Sisters), we are in the process of opening the case for the Beatification of M. Ignacia del Espiritu Santo, the Foundress of the said Religious Institute. While it is the competence of the Sacred Congregation for the Causes of Saints to study the case and to make the necessary endorsement to the Holy Father, it will necessarily start in the diocesan level, where all the materials related to the case are being prepared. The result of the study of the competent Congregation will depend, to a large extent, on the volume and the authenticity of the materials gathered and evaluated in the diocesan level.
In this connection, I would like to ask the entire People of God of the Archdiocese of Manila to be aware of this important undertaking, and to help in whatever way you can promote the case. Any knowledge or information pertinent to the personal life and virtue of M. Ignacia del Espiritu Santo, whether they be positive or otherwise, should be made known to us. Any knowledge or information about published or unpublished writings written by the Servant of God should likewise be made available to us. Furthermore, any knowledge or information about alleged favors received because of her intercession should also be reported. It is further to be noted that, at this stage, no public cult is allowed and is to be avoided. Above all, I ask you to pray hard so that those who are working on the case will be guided accordingly, in order to bring this undertaking to a happy conclusion.
Any information you may wish to ask or to give should be addressed either to:

Arzobispado de Manila
1000 Gen. Solano St.
San Miguel, Manila
or
Religious of the Virgin Mary
Generalate
214 N. Domingo, Quezon City
This Pastoral Letter should be given the proper dissemination so that it will reach the knowledge of the entire People of God of the Archdiocese of Manila.
With every best wish, I am
Devotedly yours,

(Sgd.) + JAIME L. CARDINAL SIN, D.D.

Archbishop of Manila

Manila, January 13, 1987

PLEASE SEND SUBMISSIONS TO:
1920 HL Ainsley Drive

Port Orange, Florida

32128  USA

AmbassadorialSociety@
UniversalAmbassador.org
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