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In 1995, the Image of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage  “returned” to the US mainland after 190 years the Manila Galleon trade between Mexico and the Philippines concluded.   The “return” marked the first installation at the national sanctuary of prayers in the United States located at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. The second enthronement was at St. Robert Belarmine Church in Bayside, Queens.  To this date there is no other news of enthronement of Our Lady of Antipolo elsewhere in the US. 

Prior to the August 17, 1996, installation of the centuries old Image of Mary in Washington, DC, Coordinators from around the US were selected and appointed to be in-charged of bringing the 175 Image of Mary in areas heavily populated by Filipinos.  This writer was selected and assigned by the now retired Rev. Fr. Eugene Soriano, the lst Filipino Diocesan Coordinator of the Filipino Diocesan Apostolate, Diocese of Brooklyn.  Initially, this writer tried to refuse the assignment, but was selected nonetheless.   In observance of the Church protocol, the first church the Image “toured” was St. James Cathedral, the Church of the Bishop of Brooklyn, which was Bishop Thomas Daily who has since retired.   The Rector of St. James Basilica was Msgr. John Lavin.  From the start, the Image was welcome with loving care.  Msgr. John Lavin personally took care of preparation and arrangement of the altar the Image was honored.  The Image was “toured” in nine other Churches in Brooklyn and Queens.  After three weeks in the Diocese of Brooklyn, the Image was transferred to the Archdiocese of New York to continue Her “journey” throughout the US.

In the early 1998, this writer was invited at St. Robert Bellarmine Parish to talk about the arrival of Our Lady of Antipolo in America.   Inside the Rectory, I bumped with Msgr. John Lavin, who said, that the Msgr. was re-assigned from the Basilica of St.James in Brooklyn to his new position at St. Robert Bellarmine Church in Bayside, Queens.  Msgr. Lavin immediately recognized me and asked this question: “What are you doing now?”  In reply I said:  “Nothing, I’m done” Referring to, the BVM that was already installed in Washington, DC. therefore my task was over.  The Msgr. with his characteristic unassuming smiled quipped:   “No,  you are not done.”  

The message of Msgr. John Lavin’s statement became a nucleus of what is to come.   In another change meeting with Bishop Thomas Daily at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Basilica in Brooklyn, in one of the FDA Sunday affair.  Searching for answer or meaning, I mentioned about the message of Msgr. John Lavin.  Without any second thought, Bishop Daily responded:  “Form a ministry.”     Endowed with what appeared to be unavoidable assignment, this writer convened Filipino lay leaders from different Churches from Queens and Brooklyn who in one way or another actively participated in fund raising for the Antipolo Shrine Project toward the construction of the Oratory of Our Lady of Peace & Good Voyage in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.   Subsequently several meetings was held at St. Aloysious Parish near the boundary of Brooklyn and Queens but Our Lady of Antipolo Ministry was inaugurated at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Queens Village, December 1997, the Parish of the Coordinator, with Fr. Angel Arcilla as the first Spiritual adviser.    

Fr. Angel Arcilla outlined the quest for OLAM as: “propagation of  Nuestra Señora De La Paz y Buen Viaje in the United States as the only mission of OLAM.”   OLAM also serves as channel for pilgrimage schedules,  feast days announcements, directions and other particulars as they are received from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and St. Robert Bellarmine Parish.  This coordinator  “added”  second mission: to pray for our dearly departed as they “journey” back to their Creator.  Toward that second mission, we maintain a book of  IN MEMORIAM,  with more than 500 registry of all nationality and the list continues to grow.  To name a few, one of our latest entry was OLAM former Spiritual Adviser, Fr. Donald Kavanagh, former Assistant Pastor of OLL and the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, whom we owe this gratitude for “sending” us this Virgin Mother under her title of OUR LADY OF PEACE AND GOOD VOYAGE and rightfully deserves our prayers, begging the Holy Father to watch over our mission and activities.  Funding?  We do not raise money to fund our mission.    “ If  the BVM wills  it, nothing is impossible” with  frequent grace from God,  we continue to walk this earth and propagate the message of  the BVM:  “to come and visit  My  Son Jesus  in the Blessed Sacrament.”   
When OLAM explored of the possibility of installation of Our Lady of Antipolo right in our  Diocese of Brooklyn.   Husband and wife Chris and Noemi Mascareñas,  parishioner of St. Robert Belarmine Church  who happens to be one of OLAM original member undertook the initial legwork with his Parish Pastor about the idea of enthronement.  In the end his Pastor who happen to be Msgr. Lavin and   witnessed by Filipino Parishioners present at the meeting,  announced that OLAM has the “Go” signal for the proposed enshrinement.   Immediately the Filipino-American parishioners of St. Robert Bellamrine went into feverish action to raise funds and preparation for the arrival of Our Lady of Antipolo, an exact duplicate of the one enthroned at Washington, DC.  Our Lady of Peace  and Good Voyage was enthroned at St. Robert Bellarmine Church, October 10, 1998  second only to Washington, DC and the entire US.   Sadly, Chris Mascareñas has since passed away, but we feel assured that he and is now forever resting in Mary’s fold that he served so well.

The enthronement of Our Lady of Peace & Good Voyage at St. Robert Bellarmine Church makes  Our Lady of Antipolo Ministry, Diocese of Brooklyn part of St. Robert Bellarmine Parish history.   As OLAM   continues with its mission,  only three names published.   In the Official OLAM flyer (see attached) in continuous distribution since 1996 (St. Robert Bellarmine Church was added later in 1998)  are the name of  the BVM in Her title of Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage;   Rev. Isidore Dizon, Censur Deputatus, as the Nihil Obstat and Most Rev. William E. Lori, S.D., Vicar General Archdiocese of Washington, DC,  as  the Imprimatur to the  Prayer to Our Lady of Antipolo.   OLAM is now affiliated with The Birgen Ng Antipolo, USA, Inc.  (formerly Antipolo Shrine Project) of Washington, DC.   Recognized by the United States Conferences of Catholic Bishops. 
What was the role of the Retired Bishop Thomas Daily with Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage and OLAM?     Bishop Thomas Daily together with then Fr. Ronald Marino (now a Msgr.)  accompanied  the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II  for the IX and X World Youth Day, January 1995 in Manila, Philippines.  As we have known now, this world youth gathering attended by 3 to 4 million Filipino people became a conduit in the announcement of the “departure” of the 175 years duplicate Image of Our Lady of Peace & Good Voyage bound for the United States.   Recorded history tells us that the original Image was sculpted from a dark mahogany from Acapulco and placed on board the Manila Galleon ships sailing the vast Pacific Ocean for 10 years on its early part of 250 years (1565 to 1815) between Manila and Acapulco.  This duplicate Image  that “returned”  to North America was to originally symbolize the presence of Filipino Catholics in the United States.   For more than 450 years, the Philippines remain as  the only Roman Catholic Country in the whole of Asian continent.   Given that humble record, OLAM introduces Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage  representing all Catholic Immigrants of this United States  not just for Filipino Catholics alone! 
Finally,  the Retired Bishop Thomas Daily may never know it, but the Bishop played a galvanizing  role in confirming the idea that Msgr. John Lavin  alluded to.    In the end, OLAM was born inspired by this bearer of  Mary’s messages:  For the greater glory of Jesus through Mary.    So help us God.

Note:   Fr. Goody  found a copy of this article in the room formerly occupied by late Msgr. John Lavin.  Two years ago, during the fiesta of Our Lady of Antipolo at St. Robert Bellarmine RC Church, the undersigned gave the good Msgr a copy of this article.  Msgr. Lavin personally declined admitting his involvement in the formation of this Ministry – a sign of humility our Church urges us Catholics to follow Christ’s teaching on humility: “He who wants to be the first will be last.” 
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